WINTER 2026

Dear Friends,

Happy New Year! I hope 2026
brings you gentle rains, green grass
and lots of new calves.

We decided to do an extra edition
of the Isa Informer this month—

something that ,-_.-,—‘
v
we haven't done ' ‘

in more than 20
years—because we
are so excited to
share a truly
inspiring study ;

that scientifically proves what w

breeders already know: Beefmasters
are some of the most incredible and
efficient cattle in the world! This
data reaffirms the hard work we
have been doing for decades, and I
hope it motivates you as well.

We also wanted to let you know
that we are hard at work on our
Spring Private Treaty Bulls. The
bulls are being evaluated for 37 critical
data points and will be fertility-tested
and individually priced. They will be
ready for your selection on March 1,
and you can call me for more
information anytime.

In February we will be heading to
Music City USA for NCBA’s
CattleCon. Please stop by our booth—
it's always great to catch up with
friends and customers!

Lastly, please mark your calendars
for October 3™ and join us in San
Angelo for our 65" Bull Sale.

All the best to you in 2026!

ISA BEEFMASTERS

2026 SPRING PRIVATE TREATY OFFERING

PERFORMANCE-TESTED BEEFMASTER BULLS

Tough, athletic and ready « Growth, carcass and longevity « Free delivery available

CHOICE GROUPS OF FEMALES ALSO AVAILABLE

BEEFMASTERS BRING THE OPTIMUM BALANCE OF TRAITS
THAT ACTUALLY MAKE YOU $SS IN RANCHING:

LOW MAINTENANCE MAXIMUM HETEROSIS
GENTLE & RESPONSIVE HIGH-GROWTH YEARLINGS
EXCELLENT MOTHERS HEALTHY
HEAT & INSECT RESISTANT  INCREDIBLE FEED CONVERSION
LONGEVITY LONG-FEED EFFICIENCY
OUTSTANDING REPLACEMENTS GRADE & YIELD

Lorenzo Lasater
844.BEEFBULL
lorenzo®@isabeefmasters.com
www.isabeefmasters.com
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https://isabeefmasters.com
https://isabeefmasters.com
https://isabeefmasters.com/cattle/bulls-for-sale/

Study: Beefmasters tops
in heterosis, efficiency

By Lorenzo Lasater, President

Crossbreeding is one of the most
reliable and proven tools available to
commercial cattlemen. Yet in an
industry that constantly cycles through
new trends, single-trait selection, and
pressure to chase the next big thing,
heterosis—often called hybrid vigor—is
frequently undervalued or misunder-
stood. A major study published in 2025
by the U.S. Meat Animal Research Center
(USDA-MARC) brings heterosis back
into focus with some of the clearest data
ever assembled on how crossbreeding
affects growth, maternal performance,
and carcass value in beef cattle.

Heterosis is obviously tightly linked to
what we do at Isa Beefmasters. The breed
originated as a three-breed composite in
the 1930s, packing high levels of built-in
heterosis into the gene pool. But it is also
a crucial component of our genetic
program today, as folks in North America
search for a way to regain the positive
effects of heterosis in a predominately
Angus beef cow herd. In addition, many
of our international customers have
turned to Beefmasters to improve the
productivity of their native cattle breeds.

The USDA research is part of the
long-running Germplasm Evaluation
Program, which began incorporating
direct comparisons between purebred
and crossbred cattle in the late 1990s.
The earliest animals used in this dataset
were born in 1999 and 2000, and in
2007 the program transitioned into a
continuous, year-after-year evaluation
of the most influential beef breeds in
the United States. As a result, the
findings in this study are not based on a
short-term snapshot but rather reflect
more than 25 years of data collected
from over 28,000 animals under
carefully controlled conditions.

The study evaluated 18 of the most
widely used beef breeds in the U.S,,

including major British and
Continental breeds as well as the
American composites Beefmaster,
Brangus, and Santa Gertrudis.

Researchers measured a wide range of
economically important traits,
including birth weight, adjusted

weaning weight, postweaning gain,
ribeye area, fat thickness, marbling,
and carcass weight. Two forms of
heterosis were examined: heterosis
between biological breed groups such

as British, Continental, and Brahman,
and the average heterotic advantage
that each breed contributes when
crossed with other breeds.

One of the most important
conclusions from the study was that
crosses containing Brahman influence
consistently generated the greatest
levels of heterosis. This result is not
surprising from a genetic standpoint, as
Bos indicus cattle, such as Brahman, are
more distantly related to Bos taurus
cattle than British and Continental
breeds are to one another. That genetic
distance translates into stronger hybrid
vigor when the breeds are crossed. What
is notable, however, is how large and
consistent those advantages were across
nearly every trait measured.

Calves from Brahman-influenced
crosses were significantly heavier at
weaning, gained more weight after
weaning, and produced heavier
carcasses than calves from British or

These days-old calves exemplify the
Beefmaster advantage: low birthweight,
high-gaining calves born from efficient,
long-lasting, powerhouse mothers. This

formulais the critical to ranching success.




Continental crosses alone. Maternal
heterosis was also strongest in cows
with Brahman influence, resulting in
heavier calves at weaning simply due to
improved milk production, mothering
ability, and overall cow efficiency. These
advantages extended beyond the calf
crop and into the longevity and produc-
tivity of the cow herd itself.

Among all breeds evaluated,
Beefmasters stood out as one of the
strongest contributors of heterosis.
Beefmaster crosses delivered the highest
weaning weight heterosis of any breed
in the study and ranked among the top
for postweaning gain and carcass
weight. In fact, Beefmaster crosses
produced substantially heavier carcasses
than British or Continental breeds and
outperformed other American
composites in most growth and carcass
traits. These results reflect the balanced
genetic foundation of the Beefmaster
breed, which combines Brahman
influence for adaptability and hybrid
vigor with Hereford and Shorthorn
influence for maternal strength,
efficiency, and carcass quality. It is
important to note that two Isa
Beefmasters sires were used over the
course of the study.

The study also reinforces the
importance of maternal heterosis in
commercial cattle operations.
Crossbred cows consistently weaned
heavier calves and maintained higher
levels of productivity over their
lifetimes. Research has long shown that
crossbred cows tend to stay in the herd
longer, breed back more reliably, and
perform better under environmental
stress. The USDA-MARC data confirm
that these maternal advantages are
most pronounced in Brahman-
influenced females, including those
derived from Beefmaster genetics.

Another key takeaway from the study is
that Beefmasters deliver heterosis without
sacrificing carcass performance. While
Brahman influence has historically been
associated with concerns about carcass
quality, the data show that Beefmaster
crosses exhibit increases in ribeye area
and carcass weight, along with improved
finishing ability. Decades of selection
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old cow is raising her fourth calf
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during a hot, dry summer. The study

found Beefmasters weaned significantly heavier calves due to their maternal strengths.

The economic implications of these findings are

significant: Heterosis represents added production

that does not require additional feed, labor, or land.

within the Beefmaster breed have aligned
it with modern market demands,
allowing producers to capture hybrid
vigor while still producing cattle that
perform well on the rail.

The economic implications of these
findings are significant: Heterosis
represents added production that does
not require additional feed, labor, or
land. Heavier calves, more efficient gains,
and longer-lasting cows translate directly
into higher returns per cow exposed.
Depending on market conditions, the
heterosis advantage documented in the
study can easily add several hundred
dollars of value per calf over time,
especially when maternal performance is
included in the calculation.

One particularly interesting outcome of
the research was the comparison among
American composite breeds. While
Beefmasters consistently showed strong
and significant heterosis effects across
multiple traits, other composites such as
Brangus and Santa Gertrudis did not
demonstrate the same level of advantage
in this dataset. This finding suggests that

the unique genetic balance within
Beefmaster cattle may be especially
effective at maximizing hybrid vigor in
commercial crossbreeding systems.

After more than 25 years of
continuous evaluation, the USDA-MARC
study delivers a clear and practical
message: Heterosis remains one of the
most powerful tools available to beef
producers, and breeds that maximize
heterosis offer a measurable competitive
advantage. Beefmasters, in particular,
stand out as a breed that consistently
delivers hybrid vigor in growth, maternal
performance, and carcass value.

In an industry where efficiency and
adaptability are increasingly critical,
heterosis is not optional—it is essential.
And the data proves that Beefmasters
deliver it in spades. We believe Isa
Beefmasters genetics are best positioned
to help our customers maximize
heterosis and production efficiencies in
their own herds.

Note: Read the full USDA-MARC study at:
https://isabeefmasters.com/articles_post/
usda-marc-study/


https://isabeefmasters.com/articles_post/usda-marc-study/
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DNA #NE01473431 PV Classified U1/2 Reg. # C1122609 DNA #9161327045 PV Reg. # C1050589
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11 25 39 60 39 072 64 04 -003 039 028 $85 $10 $19 4519 41 -01 41 40 41 134 081 1.7 033 091 0.50 $120 $23 $12

Owned by Genesis Beefmasters Owned by Dalton Lowery

L BAR MOMENTUM DEHORNED ESCALADE
DNA #713403A PV Classified U1/2 Reg. # 1028230

Escalade 58 -14 30 45 70 3.6 033 015 07 -0.53-0.03 -0.08 $90 $16 $32

11 36 44 30 34 15 12 09 012 056 011 $92 $21 $11

- Owned by Jon Lewis
Call for pricing. Or visit isabeefmasters.com/genetics/ for more information.

Owned by Coushatta Tribe of Louisiana


https://isabeefmasters.com/genetics/semen/

