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INSIDE
TODAY:

Beefmasters enjoy
world renown

Fertility the core of
Beefmasters’ success

Genetics from THE
performance herd

Females for
tax planning
(Get the Sect. 179 deduct
before they take it away!)

Laurie Lasater 325.949.3763  lasater@isacattleco.com  Lorenzo Lasater 325.656.9126

Weaning weights down? Longevity down? Heat & insect resistance down?
Maintenance cost up? Sickness up? FED UP??

Isa Cattle Company’s 48th Bull Sale
featuring 180 Beefmaster & Charolais Bulls

Performance-tested • Correct • Tough-as-nails

Q:
A:

Are you happy with your
replacement heifers?

Maybe it’s time
to switch bulls!

Isa bulls will

improve the

maternal ability

and reduce the

maintenance of

your herd, while

improving growth

and feed efficiency.

And you’ll love

your replacement

heifers!

10:00 a.m., Saturday, October 3, 2009
Producers Auction—San Angelo, Texas
Sale Headquarters: San Angelo Inn 325.486.3300

L Bar Automatic EPDs    BW -3.7    WW 5    YW 12    MILK 5    TMAT 8    SC .1
Photo by Genex

• 48 Young Fall Beefmaster Pairs,
all bred to L Bar 3100

• 38 First-Calf Pairs

• 26 Young Beefmaster Spring
Calvers—bred to L Bar Automatic

• 31 Young Spring-Calving
Charolais Females

• 80 Spring-Calving First-Calf
Beefmaster Heifers

• 20 Beefmaster 3-in-1s—
all bred to L Bar Automatic

12 2 0 0 9  e p dTrait leaders

36Pacesettercows in 2008cows in 2008

THE PERFORMANCE HERD



Jack & Tom Musser
Great cowmen and great friends who will be greatly missed

Photo by Watt M. Casey, Jr.

Sale dedication
This Isa Informer and our 48th Bull Sale

are dedicated to the memory of L Bar 5502,
who passed away recently. We can’t say
enough about what this great bull has meant
to our family and the Beefmaster breed. We
wish him well in that lush pasture in the sky.

That’s marketing!
On December 2, 2008, Pearce Flournoy

of Likely, California, sold his Beefmaster
calves on the Western Video. His calves are
“natural and organic.” His 580-pound steer
calves brought $1.00 per pound, and the
heifers brought $92.50. The steers were 5
cents over the market, and the heifers were
10 cents over the market. 

Tailwind Both Ways: $32
The Lasater Philosophy: $20

Includes shipping. Please send check to
Isa Cattle Co., Box 60327, San Angelo, TX
76906. Please include mailing instructions.

Left: Paraguayan cattlemen
hold copies of La Filosofia
Lasater at the Casey Ranch.

Photo by Watt M. Casey, Jr.

Above and Right:
Guests from Panama,
South Africa,
Thailand, Texas and
California tour the Isa
Cattle Company Bull
Test Facility.

A Musser cow with an L Bar
heifer about 1978 at the
Willeke Ranch near San
Angelo.

Beefmasters capture
the world’s attention



Raising the bar and raising genetics
Lorenzo currently serves as President of Beefmaster Breeders

United. In this capacity, he has written a monthly column for the
Beefmaster Cowman. We thought we’d share a few excerpts.

I am proud and honored to serve as President of BBU.
Beefmaster cattle are a very personal thing for me. As you
probably know, the breed was founded by my
grandfather, but the beginnings actually go
back to herds of cattle developed by my great-
grandfather, Ed Lasater. My family has been
working on this project for about 120 years,
and I am looking forward to my sons (and
their kids) seeing it through the next 125 years!

April 2009
Beefmasters are completely unique in that they are the only beef

breed with a guiding production philosophy. These principles are
called the Six Essentials, and they give us road map by which to
maximize production efficiency and improve our cattle. We talk
about the Six Essentials a lot, but what do they really mean?

Disposition—Gentle cattle are cheaper to manage, sell better,
breed better, feed better and calve easier.

Cull any animal displaying problematic behavior and their
offspring because this trait is highly heritable. As a result the herd
will be gentle, intelligent and responsive.

Fertility—This is the first among equals and the cornerstone
of the philosophy. Cows that do not have a calf every single year
are not economically viable. The simple way to select for fertility
is to have a defined breeding season, and then cull any female
that does not breed in that time—every year. A breeding season
longer than 90 days makes it impossible for a cow to have a calf
and breed back in 365 days. 

Weight—Of obvious importance—ranchers sell pounds.
Weight is another highly heritable trait. We select for cattle that
produce optimum (not necessarily maximum) weight with
minimum input.

Conformation—This refers to the visual appraisal of a live
animal with regard to carcass merit. We select for long, trim,
well-muscled bulls, and smooth, feminine cows that meet
industry demands. Cattle must be physiologically equipped to
do their job, with proper feet and legs, udders, and the correct
size for their environment.

Hardiness—It is critical for cattle to be able to thrive under
tough conditions. Beefmasters excel in calf livability, low death
loss, low maintenance costs and resistance to disease and
parasites. These things give us an important competitive edge
over our competition.

Milk Production—Next to genetics, milk production is the
single most important factor in weight. When asked to describe
the perfect cow, my grandfather said, “She’ll look like a cow that
gives a hell of a lot of milk.”

I mentioned that fertility is the cornerstone, and I have a
challenge for you. How long are you leaving your bulls out? I
mentioned that if it is longer than 90 days, all the cows can’t
physically calve and rebreed in 365 days. The single most
important thing you can do to improve your herd is shave a few
days off the breeding season. If you are breeding 120 days, shave
a couple weeks off this year and a couple next year. It doesn’t have
to be too drastic, but the results will be fabulous. The ones that
miss when you raise the bar are the ones that are costing you
money anyway. We need to focus our selection and resources on
those that calve early and raise a good calf every year.

May 2009
A piece of terrific news came from JBBA: Beefmasters had the

largest breed representation at the three largest stock shows in
Texas in Fort Worth, Houston and San Antonio.
Congratulations to the JBBA folks on a terrific accomplishment!

Lorenzo speaking at the first-ever Beefmaster Symposium
August 2009 in Waco, Texas

July 2009
I maintain the Beefmasters are a homozygous beef breed. We

have some wonderful traits in common with “eared” breeds, such
as heat tolerance, insect resistance and hardiness. But we also
share common traits with English breeds (fertility and meat
quality) and Continental breeds (muscling and feedlot
performance). We need to vigorously object to being labeled as
anything other than a Beefmaster, and we need to start proving
scientifically Beefmasters’ superiority in the pasture, the feedyard
and the packing house.

August 2009
In the final analysis, we are either raising genetics for the beef

industry or we are raising pets. While there is plenty of room for
all of that within BBU, our problem lies in the fact that we have
allowed the industry not to take us seriously. We are often
grouped in with Longhorns, which are raised strictly as
backyard cattle. That may be fine for them, but I don’t think it
works for Beefmasters. 



Bull Sale Genetics Special

L Bar 3100
BW .4  WW 19  YW 26  TMAT -3  SC .5

L Bar Automatic
BW -3.7  WW 5  YW 12  TMAT 8  SC .1

L Bar 5502
BW 1.4 WW 32* YW 43* TMAT -7 SC .9*

L Bar 0324
BW -.7  WW 17  YW 26  TMAT 8  SC 1.1*

L Bar 2474
BW -.1  WW 8  YW 15  TMAT 10  SC -.2

L Bar 4401
BW .6  WW 19  YW 31  TMAT 19  SC .1

L Bar 8419
BW .7  WW 10  YW 15  TMAT 6  SC .6

L Bar 3432
BW 2.3 WW 17  YW 31  TMAT 5  SC .1

* Trait Leader  ** Typesetter

* #1 Trait LeaderPolled
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A LWL Quadruple!

Trophy Whitetails • Dove & Quail
36 Species of Exotics • Spring Turkey

Lorenzo Lasater
325.656.9126

www.lasaterwhitetails.com
lorenzo@lasaterwhitetails.com

Please join us for our
48th Beefmaster Bull Sale
Saturday, October 3, 2009

All of these A.I. sires came out of the 
Isa Cattle Co. Performance Test and Sale

Good through 10/3/09

$30 $50 $40

$50 $40

$30 $20 $20


